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 Message from the President 

 Jennifer Hagerman 

October 15th-17th:  NAWJ Conference 

November 3rd:  Women Justices of the  

 Tennessee Supreme Court Luncheon and CLE 

December 3rd:  Judicial Reception 

January 21st:  Annual Banquet  (PLEASE 

NOTE DATE CHANGE) 

March 2010: Spring Fashion Show 

HONORING WOMEN 

JUDGES 

This week, over 170 women judges will be in Memphis to 

attend the  annual National Association of Women Judges 

(ñNAWJò) conference.  Among the exciting events occur-

ring in conjunction with the conference is the Keynote 

Luncheon featuring Justice Sandra Day OôConnor.  Justice 

OôConnor served on the United States Supreme Court for 

24 years before retiring in January of 2006.  She has in-

spired many women to seek a career in the law, especially 

in the judiciary.  It is truly an honor to have Justice OôCon-

ner and other women judges from across the country gather 

in Memphis.   

There are still several opportunities to volunteer at the 

NAWJ events including a chance to get to know some of 

the visiting judges at the ñDine Aroundsò on Wednesday 

evening, October 14.  In a showing of true southern hospi-

tality, attorneys and judges throughout Memphis are open-

ing their homes to the visiting judges for dinner.  You can 

join in on one of these dinners if you agree to serve as a 

driver and transport three judges to and from the dinner 

location.  There are also opportunities to work at the regis-

tration desk, the hospitality suite and other events.  Indi-

viduals interested in volunteering should contact me at 

jhagerman@bpjlaw.com or Stacie Winkler at  

swinkler@bakerdonelson.com. 

The AWA will honor the three women justices of the Ten-

nessee Supreme Court at the upcoming Luncheon on No-

vember 3 at Memphis Botanic Gardens.  The Justices will 

speak about their roads to the Tennessee Supreme Court 

and about arguing and writing persuasively to the Court.   

Attendees are eligible for two hours of CLE credit.  We 

expect a sell-out crowd!  The AWA is thrilled that Alpha 

Reporting, First Tennessee and Methodist Healthcare have 

agreed to sponsor the Luncheon.  In addition, twenty-eight 

law firms and other organizations have purchased tables to 

the event.  Only four tables remain and individual tickets 

are limited, so reserve your seat today!  

Finally, special thanks to all of the founding members, past 

officers, past award winners and loyal members who came 

to celebrate 30 years of AWA.  Special thanks to Dottie 

Pounders for opening her home for the party!       

The AWA Celebrates 30 Years! 
 

"Interminable meetings, telephone calls and much hard work 

between and among Alayne Adams, Donna Fischer, Kathleen 

Norfleet and Karen Williams, all local lawyers, eventuated in a 

successful mid-year convention attended by women lawyers from 

near and far." 

- by Kathleen Day Norfleet, October 14, 1999  

from The Beginnings of the Association for Women Attorneys 

 

Not-so "interminable meetings", more e-mails and texts than 

"telephone calls", and some (but probably not "much") "hard 

work between and among" the AWA Board and Membership" 

eventuated in a successful mid-year party "attended by women 

lawyers from near and far" round Shelby County, as well as "men 

lawyers", judges and chancellors.  On a beautiful Thursday eve-

ning, the 22nd of September, 2009 an estimated 60-70 lawyers and 

judges, both women and men gathered at the elegant home of 

Louis and Dottie Pounders to celebrate the 30th birthday of The 

Association for Women Attorneys (the "AWA"). 

Themed "Libations, Librettos and Luscious Desserts" the AWA 

threw the party with purpose and unabashed agenda.  In February 

1979, the originators of the Memphis organized AWA discov-

ered, after having hosted the "successful mid-year convention" of 

the National Association of Women Lawyers that "they enjoyed 

working together in preparing for the convention" and that it had 

been "very rewarding having the opportunity to interact with 

other women attorneys."  That, "this experience of support and 

camaraderie should be sustained and expanded."  See The Begin-

nings of the Association for Women Attorneys. 

1.  To support one another in our endeavors as professionals and 

attorneys; 

2.  To educate ourselves and others in terms of the law; and 

3.  To be of service and to address ourselves to the legal needs 

of the community. 

(See The Beginnings of the Association for Women Attorneys.) 
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AWA 30th Birthday Party Continued:  

 

This year the AWA has: provided tuition for an AWA 

member to participate in the MBA Leadership Forum; 

sponsored, administered and funded several scholarships 

to applicants attending the Cecil C. Humphrey's School 

of Law; participated in the TBA Justice 4All initiative 

and co-sponsored refreshments for the event; recognized 

Ruby R. Wharton as the honoree for the 2008 Marion 

Griffin -Frances Loring Award; supported Dress for Suc-

cess programs via volunteer assistance and financial as-

sistance; sponsored and participated in the MALS Satur-

day Free Legal Clinics; and organized dynamic fundrais-

ers.  Particular to this year, the AWA is especially proud 

to offer a 2 hour CLE featuring Chief Justice of the Ten-

nessee Supreme Court Janice M. Holder, Justice Sharon 

G. Lee and Justice Cornelia A. Clark.  The Justices will 

speak of their personal journeys to becoming Tennessee 

Supreme Court Justices, and the topic of writing and ar-

guing persuasively to the Tennessee Supreme Court. 

 

Please note that men are also permitted and encouraged 

to join as a full member of the AWA.  

 

The AWA wishes to extend an invitation to all members 

of the Memphis Bar.  We welcome and encourage every-

one to join our organization.. We have every ambition to 

continue to build upon the solid foundation of our first 30 

years! 

 

by Jennifer P. Himes 


